CHAPTER V
SIR  GILBERT ELLIOT AS VICEROY OF  CORSICA
ON Monday, the gib. of February, the field officers, heads of departments, &c.} were directed to meet the Commander-in-chief at ten o'clock to attend the Viceroy to the Parliament. The troops lined the streets, and the procession proceeded from the Viceroy's, Everybody uncovered but he. He read his speech in Italian. We then returned in the same state, and the principal officers dined with him. The Parliament next day proceeded to the election of their President. General Paoli, who is absent in the province of Algagliola, was chosen by acclamation. This is supposed to be rather unpleasant to the Viceroy and his party, who for some time past, it is thought, have altogether neglected Paoli. General Paoli is extremely popular in Corsica, and has a considerable party in the Parliament attached to him. The day after Paoli's election the baggage of the 5ist Regiment, which was packed on the waggons and ready to set out for Corte, was suddenly stopped by a message carried to the officer commanding from the Viceroy by one of his private secretaries, who was directed if it had set out to follow it and bring it back. The sudden order, as well as the unusual manner in which it was communicated, created much surprise. I was told next day by General Trigge that in consequence of Paoli s election and the opposition which had been observed in Parliament, the Viceroy was afraid of allowing the troops to depart from Bastia. If his government can only be supported by 1500 or 2000 British troops, the sooner he and they depart the better; but at any rate it was absurd to stop the baggage, as no day had been fixed for the inarch of the regiment. It might have been
detained under various pretexts without causing suspicion.
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